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Learner-based—Learners understand and retai
learning process takes into consideration how the
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HERE'S WHAT A
LESSON LOOKS LIKE

Your leader will guide each lesson through four sections:

GREETING |

Make new friends and start the conversation as th

is introduced.

This is where you read the Scriptu . Bible content is
God's Word
read aloud, you'll have t
method of writing do [ estions, thoughts, or ideas
that are sparked

Here's conversation deepens. You'll find questions that are
intentionally challenging to answer. These won't have easy answers
and you won't have a fill-in-the-blank option. Everyone will wrestle with
the questions that the lesson provides, as well as their own questions
that they're wondering about. The leader will ask God to guide the
conversation—and you can join in that prayer! Remember to treat others
with respect during these conversations, even if you don't agree with

them. Listen first. Speak second.

FEARLESS CONVERSATION:
WHY IS GRACE SO AMAZING?



GROWING

Here's where the personal application comes in. You'll have the chance
to reflect on what God's Word, as shared in this lesson, means to you
for your own life and determine what your personal response is.

Throughout each lesson you’ll also find two other helps:

BEHIND THE SCENES

These sections of commentary and notes from Bi
you additional context into history, languagg
information. You can read these sectiop
lesson—whichever works best for you.

GOING DEEP

These tips wi reat conversationalist. They remind you
how to ke i ing, how to be a better listener, and
if you don't agree with someone.

Ha of divine anticipation. Approach each class with a heart
full of anticipation over what God might do that day. God is alive and
present with you and your class. Always prepare by praying, asking
God to help you see his hand at work in the conversation. Trust God to
show up and show you and others in the class exactly where he wants
the conversation to go!
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FEARLESS CONVERSATION:
WHY IS GRACE SO AMAZING?



LESSON 1: CAN GOD
CHANGE SOMEO
EVEN IF THEY D@N
WANT TO BE CH

ive you crazy?

'V
When so e else asks you to change, what'’s your initial
re e honest!

LESSON 1: CAN GOD CHANGE SOMEONE—-EVEN IF
THEY DON'T WANT TO BE CHANGED?

7
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GROUNDING

God's Word: Acts 9:1-19

"Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the
Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest *and asked him for letters

to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there

“Yes, Lord,” he answered.

""The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and
ask for a man fromTarsus named Saul, for he is praying. " In a vision he
has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to
restore his sight.” }

FEARLESS CONVERSATION:
WHY IS GRACE SO AMAZING?



v

" “Lord," Ananias answered, “| have heard many reports about this man

and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. ' And he
has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call
on your name.”

"®But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument
to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people
of Israel. ™I will show him how much he must suffer for my name”

the road as you were coming here—has sent me s
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” "® Impaesli
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could $€e agali and was
baptized, °and after taking some food, hefegained h

What are the first q me to mind? What catches

your attention?

Capture tho

PPLING

GOING DEEPER

You can help others in your group go deeper by listening with your full
attention and by asking questions as others share. Saying "l wonder

1"

about what you just said. Tell me more!"” will help people know you

care about what they're saying and want them to open up more.

LESSON 1: CAN GOD CHANGE SOMEONE—-EVEN IF
THEY DON'T WANT TO BE CHANGED?

9
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Saul wasn't your typical guy. In Philippians 3:4-6 he gives us a glimpse
of some of his achievements and reasons for confidence in himself. His
Jewish pedigree was impeccable. He was born of the
tribe of Benjamin, meaning he could trace his lineage vou'll find “Behind

back hundreds of years to Benjamin, the brother of the Scenes”
boxes with Bible

) commentary
and kept to the letter of the Mosaic law. Paul says he ~vided

Joseph. He was a Pharisee, one of the Jewish elite,

kept the law so well that he was considered “faultless.” throughaout this
lesson. You can

. >ad these ahead
law was so great he was willing to persecute others of time or-as you

His passion for protecting the Jewish teachings

who taught something he viewed as heresy. move inrough the
'asson. They’re
«here to help
you gain a better
understanding of
the Bible.

Why do you think Jesus used such drama
means for changing Saul?

apter say, “But the Lord said to

man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my
es and their kings and to the people of Israel.
w much he must suffer for my name.”” What
do yo meant by this statement?

FEARLESS CONVERSATION:
WHY IS GRACE SO AMAZING?




/INTERESTING THOUGHTS SPARKED BY OTHERS Il\h
MY GROUP:

N

BEHIND THE SCENES

Just before the events in today’s pas
known as the first Christian m by members of
the Sanhedrin, which was theéhi iCi ncil in the Jewish

140 miles o ot to Damascus to root out followers of Jesus.

LESSON 1: CAN GOD CHANGE SOMEONE—-EVEN IF
THEY DON'T WANT TO BE CHANGED?

O

ts 9, Stephen, O

O
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BEHIND THE SCENES

You've heard the terms “disciple” and “apostle,” but what do they
mean? Are they the same? Interestingly, they aren’t. An apostle is
literally “a messenger or envoy.” In the Bible, these are the 12 men
who followed Jesus. They saw him, talked with him, and were sent by
Jesus to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). Paul (Saul)
is also included as an apostle, as Jesus spoke to him specifically and
called him to be a messenger to the Gentiles.

a disciple adheres to the teachings of thé
Ananias was a disciple of Jesus wh

experience like
years? Explain

FEARLESS CONVERSATION:
WHY IS GRACE SO AMAZING?



BEHIND THE SCENES

Have you ever heard the saying, “Nothing is wasted in God's economy?”
Meaning, nothing in your life is wasted. God will use every experience
in some way, either to change you or to change others. This was true
in Saul's life. Although he was a Jew, he had been raised in Tarsus, so
he was familiar with Greek culture. As a Pharisee, he also knew the
Jewish tradition, theology, and Law quite well. Additionally, he was a
Roman citizen, which brought a host of benefits he wouldaeed while

and upbringing in ways Paul never expected!
do with you!

GROW |

BEHIND THE SCE

utes right now to have a fearless conversation
ith Jesus ut what's on your heart after reading this section

of the B

Write your personal response here.

LESSON 1: CAN GOD CHANGE SOMEONE—-EVEN IF
THEY DON'T WANT TO BE CHANGED?

13

3dIND LNVdIOIldVd





